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1 Cor. 15.19. 


Tf in thu life only we have hope in Chriſt, we are 
of all men moſt miſerable. 


Hen God m his infinite and eternal wil- 
dome had decreed to give to man a life of 
labour and a body of mortality, a ſtate of 
contingency and a compoſition ot fight- 
ing elements ; and having deſign'd to be 
olorified by a free obedience, would allo 
permit fin in the world, and ſuffer evil 
men to goe on in their wickednels, to pre- 
vail in their 1umpious machinations, to- vex the ſouls, and grieve 
the bodies of the righteous, he knew that this would not only be 
vcry hard to be ſuffered by his ſervants, bur alſobe very dithculr 
ro be underſtcod by them who know God to be a Law-gruey as 
well as a Lord, a Judge as well as a Kring, a Father as well as a 
Raler ;, and that in ordcr to his own glory, and for the manite- 
ſtation of his goodneſs he had promiſed to reward his ſervants, 
to give good to them that did good : therefore to take off all 
prejudices and evil reſentments and — which might 


trouble thoſe good mcn who luffered evil things, he was pleated 
A 3 to. 


(2) 

to do two great things which might confirme the faith, and en- 
dear the {crvices, and entertain the hopes of them who are in- 
deed his (ervants, but yet were very ill uſed in the accidents of 
this world. 

I, The one was that he ſent his ſon into the world to take upon 
him our nature, and him being the Cap: az: of our ſalua'ton be woul4 
perfef through ſufferings ; that no man might think it much to ſuf- 
fer, when God ſpared not his own ſon; and every man might 
ſubmir to the neceſſity when the Chriſt of God was not cx- 
empt; and yet that no man thould tear the event which was to 
follow ſuch ſad beginnings, when #t behoced even Chriſt to ſufſer, 
ard ſo to enter 1nte glory, 

2, The other great thing was, that God did not only by re- 
velation and the Sermons of the Prophets to hrs Church, but 
cven to all mankinde competently teach , and effeftively per- 
{wade that the ſoul of man does not die 3 but that although 
things were il] here, yet they ſhould be well hercatter ; 
that the evils of this life were ſhort and tolerable, and that to 
the good who uſually tecl molt of them, they ſhould end in ho- 
nour and advantages. And theretore Cicero had reaſon on his 
fide to conclude, that there is to be a time and place after this 
life whercin the wicked ſhall be puniſhed and the vertuous well 
rewarded, when he conſidered that Orpheus and Sarrates, Pala- 
medes and Thraſeas, Lucretia and Paptmian were cither (lain or 
oppreſled to death by evil men, Bur tous Chriſtians &: wi tna- 
yg time it may inzvos 4T709't9ax'z1 (as Plators expreſion 
1s) we have a neceffiry to declare and a demonſtration to prove 
it, whcn wc rcad that Abel died by the hands of Cain, who was 
ſo ignorant, that though he had malice and ſtrength, yet he had 
ſcarce art enough to kill himz when we read that Joh, the Baptig, 
Chriſt himſcltc and his Apoſtles and his whole army of martyrs 
dicd under the violence of cvil men; when vertue made good 
men poor, and free {peaking of brave truths made the wile to loſe 
their liberty ; when an excellent litc haſtened an opprobrious 
death, and the obeying God deſtroyed our ſelves ; it was bur 
time to look about for another ſtate of things where juſtice 

ſhould 
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ſhould rule and vertue finde her own portion: where the men 
that were like ta God in mercy and juice ſhould alſo partake 
of hus telicity : and theretore men caſt out every line, aud tur- 
ned every (tone, and tried every argument, and fometimes pro- 
ved it well, and when they did nor, yer they believed firongly, 
and they were lure of the thing even when they were nor {ure of 
the argument. 

Thus therefore would the old Pricſts of the Capitol, and the 
M niſters of Apaio, and the myſtic perſons at theur Oracles be- 
lieve, when tlicy made Apotheoſes of vertuous and braver per- 
lons, aſcribing evcry braver man into the number of their gods : 
Hercules and Komulus, Caſtor, and Pollux, Liber Pater, him that 
taught the uſe of Vincs, and hcr that taught them the uſe of 
Corne, For they knew that it muſt nceds be, that they who like 
to God doc excellent things, mult like to God have an excellent 
portion, 

This learning they alſo had from Pherecydes the Syrian, from 
Pythagoras of Samos, and from Zamolxtis the Gete, trom the 
Neighbours of Eapbrates, and the inhabitants by 1ſfker who were 
called 2Y2vzT(Zorre; Immortaliſls, becauſe in the midit of all 
their dark notices of things they law this clearly, C7: 8x eTobave- 
ovT%l, #AAZ nzx01its yauegy TETOM, ive du Tegf{orre; © 5a 
Tz nzyTz4y28a; that vertuous and good men do not dic, but 
their louls do go into bleſſed __ where they ſhall cnjoy all 
good things : and it was never known that ever any good man 
was of another opinion, Hercules and Themiſtocles, Epaminonaas 
and C rcero, Socrates and Cimon, Enmus and Phidias, all the flows 
cr of mankind have preached this truth, Ku24s rex i2 Tay 
Uta 213 pav Wart part, 1 TR Tay WH Ul Is EmiGixt; 2) Tay- 
1z TOUS mw; av kg Ty Oua'e x £5 vov i ax#@7w, The dit- 
courlings and prophelyings of Divine men arc much more pro- 
per and cxccllent then of others, becauſe they do equal and good 
things until che time comes that they ſhall hear well tor them, 
698 Texpnefov monuan Cl igi TIGdidIna;, THis Tay Erf2d © 
%; 08 StiAligay Jura) w2vleovias Tales wG.t 6" al 9 8 peo» 
X9n2gTate s pzoi, And this tsthe ſign that when we dic we 
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have life and diſcerning, becauſe though the wicked care not for 


believing ir, yet all the Prophets and the Poets, the wile and the 
brave Heroes ſay (0; they are the words of Plato, For though 
that which is compounded of elements returns to its material 
and corruptible principles, yet the foul which isa particle of 
the Divine breath rewrns to its own Divine original, where 
there is no death or diſſolution : and becauſc the underitan\ing 
is neither l,otnor cold, it hath no moiſture in it and no drinels, 
it follows that it hath nothing of thoſe ſubſtances concerning 
which alone we know that they are corruptible, There 1s no- 


thing corruptible that we know of, but the tour clements and 


their Sons and Daughters : nothing dies that can diſcourle, that 
can refle& in pertc& circles upon their own 4mperfeG aCtions ; 
nothing can fe that can ſee God and converle with ſpirits, that 
can govern by laws and wiſe propoſitions, For fire and water 
can be tyrannical but nor govern ;z they can bear every thing 
down that ſtands before them and ruſh like the people, but not 
rulc like Judges, and therefore they periſh as tumults are difſol- 
ved, Aameraide Tov voy peovoy Bens 'enaoitvai, x, Dao cle 
V2 4, voy" $08 D 2UTE TH "Wepyeic XOVWIOL CaphtTINY We yds : 
laycs Ariſtotle, Bur the ſoul only comes from abroad, trom a 
Divine principle ( {or ſo ſaith the Scripture) God breathed ints 
A7am the ſpirit of li/e, and that which in operation docs not com- 

municate with the body ſhall have no part in its corruption, 
Thus far they were right ; but when they deſcended to parti- 
culars they fell imocrror, That the rewards of vcrtue were to 
be hereafter, that they were ſure of : that the ſoul was to /ur- 
vive the calamitics of this world and the death of the body; thar 
they were ſure of; and upon this account they did bravely and 
vertuouſly : and yer, they that thought beſt amongſt them be- 
licvcd that the fouls departed ſhould be reinveſted with other 
bodics according tothe diſpoſitions and capacities of this lite, 
Thus Orpheus who {ang well ſhould tranſmigrate intoa Swan, 
and the ſoul of Thamyris who had as good a woice as he, ſhould 
wandcr till it were confined to the body of a Nightingal ; Ajax 
roa Lion, Azamemion to an Eagle, Tyrant princes into wolvs 
and 
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and Hawks, the laſcivious into Aſſes and Goats, the Drunk- 
ards into Swine, the Cratty Statesmen into bees and pitmires, 
and Therſites toan Ape. This fancy of theirs prevailed much a- 
mongſt the common people, and the uninſtruted amonglt the 
Jews: for when Chriſt appeared ſo glorious in miracle, He- 
rod preſently fancied him to be the ſoul of Feb» the Bapriſt in an» 
other body, and the common people ſaid he was Elzas, or Jere- 
mias, or one of the old Prophets. And true it1s, that although 
God was plealcd inall times to communicate to mankind noti- 
ces of the other world ſufficient tro encourage vertues, and to 
conteſt againſt the rencontres of the world, yet he was ever ſpa- 
ring in telling the ſecrets of it ; and when St, Paul had his rap- 
ture into Heaven, he law fine things and heard ſtrange words, 
but they were dpprre fipere, words that he could not ſpeak, 
and ſecrets that he could not underſtand, and ſecrets that he 
could nor communicate, For as a man ſtaring upon the broad 
eye of the Sun at his noon of Solſtice, teels his heat and dwells 
in light, and-loſcs the fight of his eyes and perceives nothing di- 
ſtinctly, but the Organ is confounded and the faculty amazed 
with too big a beauty : So was S. Paul in his extaly ; he ſaw that 
he could (ce nothing to be told below, and he perceived the glo- 
rics wcre to0 big for fleſh and blood, - and that the beauties of 
ſeparate ſouls were not to be underſtood by the foul in Con- 
junion ; and theretore after all the fine things that he ſaw, we 
only know what we knew betore, cz, that the foul can live when 
the body is dead; that it can fubſiſt without the body; that 
there arc very great glories reſerved for them that {crve God ; 
that they who dic in Chriſt ſhall live with him; that the body 
is a priſon and the ſoul is in tetters while we are alive ; and that 
when the body dics the foul ſprings and leaps from her priſon 
and enters into the firſt liberty ofthe ſons of God, Now much 
of this did rely upon the fame argument upon which the wile 
Gentiles of old concluded the immortality ot the foul ; even 
becauſe we are here very miſerable and very poor : we are (ick 
and we are afflicted z we do well and are dilyraced ; we ſpeak 
well and we arc derided; we tell truth; and few belicve us ; 
but 
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but the proud are exalted and the wicked are delivered, and evil 
men reign over us, and the covetous ſnatch our little bundles of 
money trom.us, and the Fiſcus gathers our rents, and every where 
the wilſeſt and the beſt men arc oppreſſed ; but therefore becaule 
it is thus, and thus it is not well, we hope for ſome great good 
thing hereafter, For if in this life only we had hope, then we 
Chriſtians, all we to whom perſecution is allotted tor our por- 
tion, we who muſt be patient under the Crofle, and receive in- 
juries and ſay nothing but prayers, we certainly were of all men 
the moſt miſerable. 

Well then ! in this life we ſee plainly that our portion is not: 
here we have hopes, butnot here only, we ſhall goe into ano- 
ther place, where we ſhall have more hopes : our faith ſhall 
have more evidence, it (hall be of things ſcen atar off z and our 
hopes ſhall be of more certainty and peripicuity, and next to 
poſſefſion ; we ſhall have very much good, and be very ſure of 
much more.. Here then are three propoſitions to be conſidered, 


1. The Servants of God in this world are very milcrable, 
were it not for theirhopes of what is to come hereafter, 

2, Thoughthis be a place of hopes, yer we have not our 
hopes andy ham: If *n this life oly we bad hopes ((auth the A. 
poltlc) meaning, that in another lite alſo we have hopes z not 
only metoxymically, taking hopes for the things we hope for, 
but properly and for the = by objeats and cauſes of hope, In 
the ſtace of ſeparation the godly ſhall have the vaſt joyes of a 
certain intuitive hope, according to their {everal proportions 
and capacities, 

3. The conſummation and perfe@ion of their feliciry, 
when all their miſcries ſhall be changed into glories, is inthe 
world to come, after the reſurrc&ion of the dead z which is 
the main thing which $, Paul hereintends. 


1, Theſcrvants of God in this life are calamitons and afflict- 
ed; they muſt live under the Crofle, H- that will be my Diſct- 
ple, le: him deny bimſelf and take up his Croſs and follow me ((aid our 
Glorious 
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Glorious Lord and Maſter.) And we ſee this Prophetic pre- 
cept, (for it is both a Prophecy and a Commandment, and 
therefore ſhall be obeyed whether we will or no) but I lay,we tee 
it verified by the expericnce of every day. For here the violenc 
opprels the meek and they that are charitable ſhall reccive 
injuries, The Apoſtles who preach d Chriſt crucihed were 
themſelves perlecured and put to violent deaths; and Chriſtia- 
nity it {cltc tor three hundred years was the publick hatred ; and 
wy then it was that men loved God beſt, and ſuffered more tor 
um; then, they did moſt good, and leaſt of cvill, In this 
world mcn thrive by villany,and lying and deceiving is accounted 
juſt, and ro be rich is to be wile, and tyranny is honourable, 
and though little thefts and petty miſchiets arc interrupted by 
the laws, ycrit a miſchict become publick and great, acted by 
Princes and cffc&ted by armies, and robberies be done by whole 
fleets, it is vertue and it is glory: it fills the mouths of tools 
that wonder, and imployes the pens of witty men that cat the 
bread of flattery, ths many thouſand bortles of ecars, and 
how many millions of ſighs does God every day record, while 
the opprefled and the poor pray unto him, worthip him, ſpeak 
grcat things of his holy Name, ſtudy to plcaſe him, beg tor 
helps that they may become gracious 1n his eyes, andare {o, and 
yct never {ing in all their like, but when they ſing Gods prailes 
out of duty with a ſad hcartand a hopetull ſpirit, living only 
upon the future, weary of to day, and fſuſtain'd only by the 
hope of to morrows event? and after all, their eycs are dim 
with weeping and looking upon diitances as knowing they 
ſhall never be happy till che ew Heavens and the new Eearth 
appear, 0 

But I need not inſtance in the mrſerabil; in them that dwell in 
dungeons and lay their head in places of trouble and dilcalc : 
take thoſe ſervants of God who have greateſt plenty, who are 
incircled with bleſſings, whom this world calls proſpcrous, an 
ſee if they have not fightings within and crofles without, contra- 
dition of accidents and perpetuity of temptations, the Devil 
aſlaulring chem and their own weaknels betraying chem ; fears 
incompaſling 
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incompaſſing them round about leſt they loſe the fayour of 
God, and ſhame fitting heavily upon them when they remem- 
bcr how often they talk fooliſhly, and loſe their duty, and dil- 
honour their greateſt relations and walk unworthy ot thoſe glo- 
ries which thcy would fain obtain; and all this 1s beſides the 
unavoidable acc dents of mortality, ſickly bodies, troubleſome 
times, changes of Government, loſs of intereſts, unquict and 
pceviſh accidents round about them : ſo that when they conſider 
ro what they are primarily obliged ; that they muſt in ſome in- 
ſtances deny their appetite, in others they muſt quit their rcla- 
tions, in all they muſt wo themſelves when their Natural or 
Secular danger remprs to fin or danger ; and that for the ſup- 
port of their wills and the ſtrengthening their reſolutions againſt 
the arguments and ſollicitation of paſhons they have nothing bur 
the promiſes of another world ; they will cafily ſce that all the 
ſplendour of their condition which tools admire and wiſe men 
ule temperately and handle with caution as they trie the edge of 
a ra{or, 1s ſo far from making them recompence for the ſufferings 
of this world, that the reſerves and expeAations of the next 15 
that conjugation of aids by which only they can well and wilcly 
bear the calamitics of their preſent plenty. 

But if we look round about us and fee how many righteous 
cauſcs are oppreſſed, how many good men are reproached, 
how rcligion 1s perſecuted, upon what ſtrange principles the 

rcateſt princes of the world tranſa&t their wan... affairs, how 
caſily they make wars and how ſuddainly they break leagues, 
and at what expence and vaſt penſions they corrupt cach others 
officers, and how the 4 hour part of mankind watches to dc- 
vour one another, and they that arc devourcd are commonly 
the beſt, the poor and the harmleſs, the gentle and uncralty, 
the ſimple and religious; and then how many wayes all good 
mcn are expoſed to danger, and that our ſcene of duty lics as 
much in paſſive, graces as in aCtive, it muſt be confefſed that this 
is a place of waſps and inſefts, of Vipers and Dragons, of Ti- 
gres and Bears; but the ſheep are caten by men or devourcd by 
Wolves and Foxcs, or dicot the rotz and when they donor, 
yet 
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yet every year they redeem their lives by giving their fleece an{ 
their milk, and mult dic when their death will pay the charges 
of rhe knife, 

Now from thisI ſay, it was that the very Heathen, Plutarch 
and Cicero, Pythagoras and Hierocles, Plato and many others did 
argue and conclude that there muſt be a day of recompences to 
come hereafter which would fer all right again: And from 
hence alſo our B, Saviour himlclt did convince the Sadduces in 
their tond and pertinacious denying of the relurrefion : For 
that is the mcaning of that argument which our B., Lord did 
choole as bcing clearly and intallibly the apteſt of any inthe old 
Teitament to prove the reſurrection, and though the deduCtion 
15 not at firſt ſo plain and evident, yet upon necrer intuition, 
the interpretation is calic and the argument cxccllent and pro- 

cT, 

For it is obſerved by the learned among the Jews that when 
God is by way of particular relation and clpecial benediction 
appropriated to any one, it is intended that God 1s to him a Re- 
warder and Berefattor, ec; tvegyerng, Yecg pram rr;; for 
that is che firſt thing and the laſt that every man believes and 
tcels of God ; and theretore St, Paul fummes up the Gentiles 
Crecd inthis compendium 3 He that commeth to God mull beliet e 
that God ts, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him, 
[ Heb, 11,6,] And asitisin the zadefinite exprefion, {o it is 1n 
the lzmited; as it is in the a{ſol/ute lo alſo in the Kelatize, God 
1s the rewarder ; and to be therr God is to be thetr rewarder, to be 
their Benefaor and thery Gracious Lord, Ego ero Dew eſter, 
I will be your God, that is, I will do you good ſayes Aber Eſ- 
ra: and Philo, T0 *\ Beds aun ig t51 To, 5 xagt{duuc, 
6 mTYe per, mITWes, dai 7) 4, omen; The Everlaſting God, 
that is, as it hc had ſaid, one that will do you good ; not 
ſometimes ſome, and ſometimes none at all, bur frequently and 
for ever : And this we finde alſo obſerved by St. Paul : where- 
fore God 1s not aſhamed to be called ileir God; | Heb,11, 16, | 
and that by which the Relative appellative is verified is the con- 
ſcquent benefit z He is called therr God | for he hath provided for 
them actty, B 2 Upon 
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Upon this account the argument of our B, Saviour is this, 
God is the God of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob ;, that is, the gracrous 
God, the Bexefaflor, the Rewarder , and therctore Abraham is 
not dcad, bur 15 fallen aſleep, and he ſhall be reſtored in the 
rcſurre&ion to receive thole bleſſings and rewards, by the title 
of which God was called the God of Alraham, For in this world 
Abraham had not that harveſt of bleſſings which is conſigned by 
that glorious appellative ; he was an cxile trom his Country, 
he ſtood far off trom the poſlcſhon of his hopes, he lived an am- 
bulatory life, he ſpent moſt of his daycs without an hcir, he 
had a conſtant piety, and at the latter end of his life one great 
bleſſing was given him ;z and becaule that was allayed by the an- 
gcr of his wite, and the expulſion of his handmaid, and the c- 
jcCtion of Iſhmael, and the danger of the lad ; and his great ca- 
lamity about the mattcr of /ſaac's ſacrifice; and all his taith and 
paticnce and picty was rewarded with nothing but promilcs of 
things a great way off; and before the poſicſhon of themi he 
went out of this world ; it is undeniably certain that God who 
aftcr the departure of the Patriarchs did ſtill love to be called 
[ Therr God | did intend to fignific that they ſhould be reſtored 
ro a ſtate of life and a capacity of thoſe greateſt bleſſings which 
were the foundation of that title and that relation, God is nor 
the God of the dead, but of the living, but God isthe God of 
Abraham and the other Patriarchs z theretore they are not dead ; 
dead to this world, but alive to God ; that 1s, though this litc 
be loſt, yet they ſhall have anotherand a better ; a life in which 
God ſhall manifeſt himſelf ro be their God to a!l the purpoles 
of bench and etcrnal bleſſings, 

This argument was ſummed up by St. Peter, and the ſenſe of ir 
is thus rendred by Sr. Clement the Biſhop of Rome, as himſelf 
teſtifies: ſi Deus eſt juſlus, animus eſt tmmortalts, which 1s pct= 
teftly rendred by the words of my text; if #2 this life only we 
have hope, then are we of all men the moſt miſerable ; but becauſe 
this cannot be that God who is juſt and good ſhould ſuffer them 
that heartily ſerve him to be really and finally miſerable, and 
yctin this world they arc ſo, very frequently ; theretore in _ 
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ther world they ſhall live to reccive a full recompence of rc- 
ward, 

Neither is this ſo to be underſtood, as if the ſervants of God 
were ſo wholly forſaken of him in this world, and ſo permitted 
to the malice of evil men, orthe aſperitics of fortune, that they 
have not many refreſhments and great comtorts and the perpe- 
tual tcſtivities of a holy Conſcience : for God my Maker ts be that 
grveth ſongs in the night, laid Elthu ;, | Job 35, 10, ] that is, God 
as a reward giveth a cheartul ſpirit, and makes a man to fin 
with joy, when other men arc lad with the folemn darkneſs __ 
with the aftrights of conſcicnce, and the illuſions of the night. 
But God who intends vaſt portions of telicity to his children 
does not reckon thelc lictle joys into the account of the portion of 
his ele&. The good things which they have in this world are 
nor little, if we account the joys of religion and the peace of con- 
{cicnce amonglt things valuable ; yet whatloever it is; all of it, 
all the blesſings of rhemſclves, and of their poſterity, and of 
their Relatives for their ſakes are calt in for intermedial cnter- 
rainments ; bur therr good, and their prepared portion ſhall be 
hereafter, Butrtor the evil it (elf which they muſt ſuffer and 0- 
vercome, itis{uch a portion of this lite as our B, Saviour had. 
injurics and temptations, care and perſecutions, poverty and la- 
bour, humility and paticnce : tis well 3 it is very well; and 
who can long tor, or expect better here 5 when his Lord and 
Saviour had a ſtate of things ſo very much worſe then the worſt 
of our calamincs : but bad as itts; ut 15 to be cholen rather then 
a better ; becaule it is the high way of the crols ; it is Jacobs lad- 
der upon which the Saints and the King ot che Saints did deſcend 
and at laſt aſcend to heaven it (clf ; and badas it is, it is the me» 
thod and the inlet tothe beſt; ir 15a ſharp, bur it isa ſhort ſtep 
to bliſs : for it is remarkable in the ar of Drues and Lazarus, 
that the poor man, the aftHicted Saint diced firſt, Dyes being 
permitted to his purple and fine linnen, to his delicious fare, 
and ( which he molt of all needed) ro a ſpace of repentance 
but in the mean time the poor man was reſcued from his ſad por- 
gion of this lite and carricd into Abrahams bolome 5 where he 
who» 
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who was denied in this world to be feaſted even with the portion 
ot dogs was placed in the boſlome of the Patriarch, that is, in 
the higheſt room, for {o it was in their diſcutitus or lying down 
to meat, the chict gueſt, the moſt beloved perſon did Ican upon 
the bolome of the Maſter of the feaſt, fo S. John did lean upon 
the breaſt of clus; and io did Lazarys upon the breſt of Atra- 
ham ; or clſc z:An@. Aﬀer2u ſinus Atrahe may be rendred, 
[ the bay of Abraham, } alluding to the place of reſt where ſhips 
put in after a rempeſtuous and dangerous Navigation ; the 
ſtorme was quickly over with the poor man ; and the Angel of 
God brought the good mans ſoul to a ſatc port, where he ſhould 
be diſturbed no more : and lo faith the ſpirit 3 Bleſſed are the dead 
which die 13 the Lord ;, for they reſt from their labours, 

Bur this brings me to the ſecond great inquiry, If here we live 
upon hopes, and thart this 15 a place of hopes, but not this only ; 
what other place is there where we ſhall be bleſſed in our hope, 
where we ſhall reſt trom our latour and our tear and have our 
hopes in perfc&tion ; thats, all the pleaſures which can come 
from the greateſt and the moſt excellent hope ? 

Not in this life only] ſo my Text. Therctorc hercafter : as 
ſoon as we dic : as ſoon as ever the ſoule gors from the body, it 
15 blefled, Bleſſed 1 ſay, but zot perfe#;, 1t rejoyccs in peace and 
a holy hope : here we have hopes mingled with fear ; there our 
hope is heightned with joy and confidence ; it is all the comlort 
that can be in the expeCtation of unmealurable joycs ; it is only, 
Not fruition, not the joycs of a perfect poſleflion ; bur leſs then 
that, it is cvcry good thing clſe, 

But thatI may make my way plain; I muſt firſt remove an 
objettion which ſeems to overthrow this whole affaire, S, Paul 
intends theſe words of my text as an argument to prove the rc- 
ſurre&ion ; we ſhall riſe again with our bodics; for if 72 this 
life only we had hopes,then were we of all men moſt miſerable , mcaning, 
that unleſs there be a reſurreion, there is no good for us any 
where cl{c ; but if they that dye tn the Lord were happy before the 
reſurreCtion; then we were notof all, men moſt milcrable though 
there were to be no reſurrection ; for the godly are prelently 
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happy. So that one muſt fail ; either the reſurrefion or the in- 
rermedial happineſle : the proof of one relics upon the deſtrui- 
on of the other : and becaulc we can no other wayes be happy, 
theretore there ſhall be a reſurreftion, 

To this I anſwer, that it the godly inſtantly upon their diſſo- 
lution had the w!/ion beatefical, it is very irue, that they were 
not moſt miſerable though there be no rclurreAion of the dead, 
though the body were turned into its original norhing : for the 
Joyes of the ſight of God would in the foule alone makethem 
infinite recompence for all the ſufferings of this world, But that 
which the Saints have after their diſolation, being only the com- 
forts of a holy hope, the argument remains good : for theſe in- 
termedial hopes being nothing at all bur in relation to the refur- 
rection, theſe hopes do not dettroy, but confirme it rather 3 and 
it the reſurreftion were not to be, we ſhould neither have any 
hopes here, nor hopes hereafter, And therefore the Apoſtles 
word is [f here only we had hopes | that is, it our hopes only rela- 
ted to this lite ; but becauſe our hopes only relate to the life 
to come, and even after this like we are (till but in the regt- 
ons of an inlarged hope, this lite and that interval are both bur 
the ſame argument to inferre a refurreRion z tor they are the 
hopes of that ſtate, and the joyes of thoſe hopes, ant ir is the 
comfort of that joy which makes them blefled who die in the 
love of God, and the faith and obedicnce of the Lord Jelus, 

And now to the propoſition it fclte. 
In the ſtare of ſeparation the fouls departed perceive the bleſſing 
and comtort of their labours ; they arc alive after death, and 
after death immediatcly they finde great refreſhments, Juſto- 
rum anime 11 manu Det ſunt, © non target ies rormentum mortes, 
[ W1ſ4.3. ] The torments of death ſhall not touch the fouls of the 
righteous becauſe they arc in the hands of God, And fifteen 
hundred years after the death of Afoſes we finde him talking 
with our Bleſſed Lord in his transfiguration upon the Mount 
Tavor : and as Moſes was then, fo arcall the Saints immediately 
attcr death, preſentes apud Dominum, = arc you with the 
2 


Lord, and to be o, is not a ſtate of death, and yet of this it is, 
that 
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that S. Paul affirms it to be much better then to be alive, 

And this was the undoubred ſentence of the Jews betore Chriſt 
and fince, and therefore our Bleſled Saviour told the converted 
thief that he ſhould that day te with him in Paradiſe, Now with» 
out peradventure he ſpake fo as he was to be underſtood ;z mean- 
ing by Paradiſe that which the Schools and Pulpirs of the Rab- 
bins did uſually ſpeak of it, By Paradiſe till the time of Fſdras 
it is certain, the |ews only meant that Blefled Garden in which 
God once placed Adam and Eve : but in thetime of Eſdras and 
ſo downward when they ſpake diſtindtly of things to happen af- 
ter this life, and began to ſignifie their new diſcoveries and mo- 
dern Philoſophy by Names, they called the ſtate of ſouls cx- 
pcRing the reſurreftion of their bodies by the name of IV [2 
the garden of Eden, Hence came that forme of comprecation 
and bleſſing to the ſoul of an Iſraclite S:t auima ejus in horto Eden 
Let his ſoul be in the garden of Eden; ] and in their ſolemn pray- 
ers at the time of their death they were wont to ſay | let his ſoule 
reſt, and let his ſleep be 1 peace untill the Comforter ſha'l come ;, open 
the gates of Paradiſe unto him] expreily diſtinguiſhing Paraiſe 
from the ſtate of the Reſurrection, And lo it is evident in the en- 
tercourſe on the Crofle between Chriſt and the convertcd thick, 
That day both were to be in Paradiſe : but Chriſt himſelf was 
not then aſcended into heaven, and therefore Paradiſe was no 
part of that region where Chriſt now and hereafter the Saints 
ſhall reign in glory. For mee#9«9G. did by uſe and cuſtome 
ſignific any place of beauty and pleaſure, So the LXX, read 
Eccles, 2,5, I made me gardens and orchards, T made me a Para- 
diſc, ſo it igin the Greck 3 and Czcero having found this ſtrange 
word in Zenophor renders it by | agrum corſeptum ac diligenter con- 
fitum : | a field well hedg'd and ſet with flowers and truits, Y7- 
warium, Gellius renders it , a place to keep birds and beaſts alive 
for pleaſure, Pollux ſayes this word was Perſian by its original z 
yet becaulc by traduCtion it became Hebrew, we may beſt learn 
the meaning of it from the Jews who uſcd it moſt often, and 
whoſe ſcnle we better underſtand, Their meaning therefore 
was this; that as Paradiſe or the Garden of Eden was a place of 
great 
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ont beauty, pleaſure and tranquillity ; ſothe ſtate of ſeparate 
ouls was a ſtate of peace and excellent delights, $0 Phrlo, alle- 
gorically does expound Paradile, Atys9: Þ iv Ta T22%0uos 
pra vai wnd ty toixiTz Tl; map tuiv, 2ANZ Zang, alavaaizys) 
«9029; For the trees that grow in Paradilc are not like ours,but 
they bring torth knowledge and lite, and 1immortaliry, Ir 1s 
therefore more then probable, that when the converted thiet 
heard our Bicfled Saviour ſpeak of Paradiſe or Gan Eden, he 
who was a Jew and hcard that on that day he (ſhould be there, 
undcr{tood the meaning to be that he thould be there where all 
the good Jews did believe the fouls of Abraham, Iſaac and Jaceb to 
be placed, As it Chriſt had ſaid ; Though you cnly ask co be 
remembred when I come into my Kingdome, not only that thall 
be pertormed in time, but even to day thou ſhalt have great re- 
trethment ; and this the Hellenilt Jews called 2y2mavuoy TH ma- 
eg3{rs, the reit of Paradile, and mze#xAnow the comfort of 
Paradilc, the wor'l being alſo warranted trom that concerning 

Lazarus maetxzAira He i comforted, 

Bur this we learn more perfectly trom the raptures of S, Paul, 
H* knew a man (meaning himſclt) rapt wp 1nto the third heaven, And 
Iknew ſuch a man how that he was caught up mto Paradiſe,[ 2 Cor.2.3.] 


- The raptures & viſions were diſtin&t; tor $.Pasl being a Jew and 


ſpcaking after the manner of his Nation makes Paradiſe a diltin& 
thing trom the third Heaven, For the Jews deny any orbes to be 


in Heaven ; but they make three regrozs only ; the one of clouds, 
"the ſecond of ſtarrs, and the third of Angels, To this third or 


ſupreme Hcaven was $. Paul wrapt ; but he was alſo born to 
Paradiſe ; to another place, diſtin and ſeparate by time and 
ſtation, For by Paradiſe, his Countreymen never underſtood 
the Third Heaven ; but there allo it was that he heard Te 2pfrre 
Fuerte unſpeakable words, great glorifications of God, huge 
excellencics, fuch which he might nor, .or could not utter here 
below, The effe@ of theſe conſiderations is this, that although 
the Saints are not yet admitted to the bleſſings conſequent to a 
happy reſurre&ion, yet they haye the intermedial entertainments 
ot a preſent and a great joy. x 
@) 
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To this purpoſe are thoſe words to be underſtood, [To him 
that overcomes will I grove to eate of the tree of life which is inthe midſt 
of the Paradilc of God; | Revel, 2, 7.] that is, it I may have 
leave to expound thele words to mean what the Jews did about 
that time underſtand by ſuch words ; &tv%ggy Thr; Cwng, the 
Tree of life does ſignifi the principle of peace and |.olincls, of 
wildome and comforts for ever, Philo expounding it-calls it 
Tiy ptyi5iv Tay &perwy Seooteauny 91 bg atavariaICN nJuxdM. 
The worſhip of God, the greateſt of all vertues by which the 
ſoul is made tolive for ever ; as it by cating of this tree of life in 
the Paradiſe of God they did mean, that they who dic well, 
ſhall immediately be fcaſted with the dcliciouſneſs of a holy 
Conſcicnce : which the ſpirit of God expreſles by ſaying They 
ſhall walke up and down in white garments and their works ſhall follow 
them ; thcir tree of life ſhall germinate ; they ſhal! then fcel 
the comforts of having done good works ; aſwect remembrance 
and a holy peace ſhall carefſe and fealt them ; and there they 
ſhall walk wp ad down mn white, | Recel, 3.4, 5. & 14.13.) that 
1s, as candidates of the rclurreion to immortality, 

And this allegory of the Garden of Eden and Pararhiſe was © 
heartily purſued by the Jews to repreſent the ſtate of ſeparation, 
that the Eſſeris deſcribe that ſtate by the circumſtances and orna- 
ments of a bleſſed garden, Xaggy &Te Cpubegic, &T6 viterci, 
ZTe x2ypent Bapvipmevy * a region that is not troubled with 
clouds or ſhours, or ſtorms, or blaſts, «AA' Cy if axavs mexy; 
eau Cipup, tmimvuwy dei a, but a place which is perpetu- 
ally rc{rcſhed with delicious breaths, This was it which the 
Heathens did dream concerning the Elyſian ficlds : for all the 
notices me2Z e9's concerning the regions of ſeparate ſouls came 
into Greece from the Barbarians (fayes Drodorws Stculus) and 
Tertullian obſerves ; although we call that Paradiſe which is a 
place appointed to receive the fouls of the Saints, and that this 
15 {cparated from the notices of the world by a wall of fire, a 
portion of the torrid zone (which he ſuppoſes to be meant by the 
flaming {word of the Angel placed at the gates of Paradiſe) yer 
(laycs he) the Elyſian ficlds have alrcady poſſeſſed the faith and 
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opinions of men, All comes from the ſame fountain; the 
dodtrine of the old Synagogue confirmed by the words of Chriſt 
and the commentaries ot the Apoſtles z viz, that after death be- 
fore the day of judgment there 15 a Paradiſe for Gods ſervants, a 
region of reſt, of comtort and holy expectations. And theretore 
it 15 remarkable that theſe words of the Plalmilt, Ne rapras me 
in medio dierum meorum, | Pſal. 102.,v, 25, ] Snarch me not away 
in the midit of my dayes, in the Hebrew it is, Ne factas me aſcens 
dere, Make me not to aſcend or to goc upwards, meaning, to 
the 1upernatural regions of ſeparate fouls, who atter death are 
in their beginnings of exaltation, For to them thar die inthe 
Lord, dcarh is a preferment it is a part of their great good 
fortune ; for death hath nor only loſt the ſting ; bur it brings a 
coronet in his hand which ſhall inveſt and adorne the heads of 
Saints til! char day comes in which the Crown of righteouſneſs 
ſhall be brought forth to give them the inveſticure of aneverlalt« 


ing Kingdome, 
But that I may make up this propoſition ulctull and clear, 
I am to adde fome things by way of ſupplement, 


I, This place of ſeparation was called Paradiſe by the Jews, 
and by Chriſt, and cher Chriſts aſcenſion, by $, Job: becaule 
it ſignifics a place of pleaſure and reſt ; and therefore by the 
lame analogy the word may,be ſtill ulced in all the periods ot the 
world, though thc circumſtances, or though the {tate of things be 
changed. Ir is generally luppoled that this had a proper Name, 
and in the Old Teſtament was called Atrahams boſome ; that is, 
the region where Alraham, Iſaac and Jar did dwell till the 
commung of Chriſt, But I ſuppoſe my lelte to have great rca- 
ſon to diflent from this common opihion ; for this word of A- 
brabams boſome, being but once uſed in both the Teſtaments, and 
then particularly applicd tothe perſon of Lazarw,muR needs (ig- 
nific the eminence and priviledge of joy that Lazarus had ; for 
all that were in the bleſſed ſtate of ſeparation were not in A/ra- 
hams boſome, bur only the beſt and the moſt excellent perſons ; 


bur they were putre Ts ACexazu with Abraham ; and the analogy 
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of the phraſe to the manner of the Jewiſh feaſtings, where the 
beſt gueſt did lye in the boſome of the Maſter, that is, had the 
beſt place,makes it moſt reaſonable to believe that Abrahams bo- 
ſome does not f1gnifie the general ſtate of ſeparation, even of 
the bleſſed ; butthe choicelt place in that ſtate, a greater degree 
of bleſſedneſs. But becaulc he is the farther of the taithful;there- 
fore to be with Abrabam, or to it down with Abraham (in the time 
of the old Teſtament) did fignific the ſame thing as to be in Pa- 
radiſe;z but to be 12 Abrahams boſome ſ1gnifies a great eminence 
of place and comfort, which is indulged to the moſt exccllent 
and tlic moſt atficted, 

2, Although the ſtate of ſeparation may now alſo and is by 
S. John called Paradiſe ;, becaulc the Allegory ſtill holds perte&- 
ly, as ſignitying comfort and holy. pleaſures; yet the ſpirits of 
g00d men are not faid to be with Abrahams but tobe with Chriſt ; 
and as being with Abraham was the ſpecification of the more ge- 
ncral word of Paradiſe in the old Teſtament ; ſo being with Chriſt 
15 the ſpecification of it in the New. - $0 S. Stephen prayed, Lord 
Teſus recerue my ſpirit ; and S. Paul ſaid, 1 deſire to be diſſobved 
and to be wich Chriſt ; which expreſſion S. Polycarp alſo uſcd in his 
Epiſtle to the Philippians CT: cis Toy EpHA paves at oig T{moy Hilo! 
Tze# x2} they arc in the place that 1s due to them, they are 
with the Lord, that is,.in the hands, in the cuſtody of the Lord 
Jeſus ; as appcars in the words of S, Steves and S. Paul, $0 
S. Jerome, Scimus Nepotianum noſlrftm eſſe cum Chriſto @ ſantlorum 
mixtum chorrs, we know that our Nepotzan is with Chriſt, ming- 
Jed in the quires of Saints, Upon this account (and it is not at 
all unreaſonable) rhe Church hath conjeur'd, that the ſtate cf 
{{ paratc ſouls ſince the glorification of our Lord is much better'd 
and advanc'd and their comforts greater : becauſe as betore 
Chriſts coming the expectation of the Saints that ſlept, was fix- 
cd upon the revelation of the Mefſias in his firſt coming; ſo now 
it.is upon his ſecond coming unto judgment, and in his glory, 
This improvement of their condition 1s well intimated by their 
being ſaid to be under the A/tar, that is, under the protection of 
Chriſt, under the powers and bencfirs of his Prieſthood, by 
which 
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which he makes continuall interceſhon both for them and us, 
This place ſome of the old Doftors underſtood too literally, 
and trom hence they believed that the fouls of departed ſaints 
were under their material Altars z which tancy produced that 
fond decree of the Councel ot E/terrs (Can, 3. 4.) [that wax 
lights ſhould not by day be burnt in coemerterics 14-4 uret ar dt ent 
ſprritus ſantiorum non ſunt] leſt the Ipirits of Saints ſhouuld b 
the light of the diurnal tapers be diſquicted : This realon,though 
it be trifling and impertinent, yet it declares their opinion, that 
they ſuppoled the ſouls to be neer their reliques which were 
placed under the altars * But better then this, their ſtate 1s de- 
{cribed by S. Johz in theſe words | therefore they are Lefore the 
thrope of Gol, and ſerve him night and day in his Temple, and he that 
ſits = the throne ſhall dwell among them] with which general 
words, as being modeſt bounds to our inquiries, enough to tell 
us 1t is rarcly well, but enough allo ro chaſtiſe all curious que- 
ſtions, let us remain content, and labour with faith and pati- 
ence, with hope and charity to be made worthy to partake of 
thole comforts, after which when we have long inquired, when 
at laſt we come to try what they arc, we ſhall tine them much 
" better and much otherwile then we imagine. 

3. I amo admoniſh this alſo, that although our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour is in the Creed ſaid to deſcend ei; 23's into bell (lo we render 
it) yet this does not at all prejudice his other words [thu day ſhalt 
thou be with me 11 Paradiſe] tor the word «'; 29's ſignifies indeht- 
nitcly the ſtate- of ſeparation whether bl. fled or accurſed ; it 
means only the 141ſible place, or the region of darkneſs whither 
who ſo deſcends ſhall be nono more ſcen, For as among the 
Heathens the Elyſian fields and Tartara arc both ty 43s: ſo a- 
mongſt the Jews and Chriſtians Parad;ſus and Gehenna are the 
diſtin& ſtates of Hades, Of the firſt we have a plain teſtimony 
in Diphilas, 

Ka) © xx8* 4I.y fy TLC; voul Zouy 
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In Hades there arc two wayes, one for juſt men, and another far 
the 
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the impious. Of the ſecond we have the teſtimony of Joſephm, 
who ſpeaking of the Sadduces,fays,r2; x20" dFsyuwgs jag x, Twas 
eyaipsot, they take away or deny the rewards and puniſhments reſpe- 
Arvely which are it Hades, or in the ſtate of ſeparation : fo thar if 
Chriſts ſoul was in Paradile,he was in Hades, In vain therefore 
does S. Auguſtine torment himſelf to tell, how Chriſt could be 
in both places atonce ; when it isno harder then to tell how a 
man may be 12 E-g/and and at London at the ſame time, 

4. Ir 1s obſcrvablethar in the mentions of Paradile by $. John, 
he twice ſpeaks ot the tree of {:fe, bur never of the tree of k,,owledze 
of good and evil : becauſe this was the Symbol of {ccular know- 
ledge, of prudence and $kill of doing things of this world which 
we can naturally uſe; we may {mc} and taſte them, but not 
feed upon them, that is, theſe arc no part of our enjoyment, 
and if we be given up tothe {tudy of ſuch notices and be immcr- 
gedin the things of this world, we cant attcndto the ſtudics 
of religion and of the Divine ſervice, Bur tl cares and fecus 
lar divertiſements ſhall ccaſe whicn our fouls ur. placed in Pa- 
radiſe : there ſhall be no care taken tor raiſing poruons for our 
children, nor to provide bread tor our tables, no cunning con- 
erivances to be fate from the cratry ſnarcs of an encmy, no a- 
mazement at loſſes, no fear of flandcrigs, or of the gripes of 
Publicans, but we ſhall feed on the tree of life, love of God, 
and longings for the comming of Chriſt, We arc then all ſpi- 
rit and our imployment ſhall be ſy mbolical, that is, ſpiritual, 
and holy, and pleaſant. 

I have now made it as evident as queſtions of this Nature will 
bear, that in the ſtate of ſeparation the ſpirits of good men ſhall 
be blefled and happy ſouls : they have an antepaſt or taſte of 
their reward : bur theirgreat reward ir ſelf, their crown of 
+ -rmO—s ſhall not be yet z that ſhall not be, until che day 
of judgement : and this was the third propoſition T undertook to 
prove; the conſummation and perfeion of the Saints felicity 
ſhall be ar the reſurrection of the dead, 

tv T2psoi 4 2uT# ; at bis coming ; 1o $, John expreſſes the time, 
that we may not then be aſhamed, For now we are the ſons of Gods, but 
it 
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#t does not yet appear what we ſhall be, But we know that when he ſhall 
appear we ſhall te like wnto him and ſee bim as he is, [ 1 Jobs 2.28, 
1 John 3.4. ] Ac his glorious appearing, we allo (tall appear 
lorious 3 we ſhall ſce him as he 15; bur till chen, this beacific 
viſion ſhall nor be ar all ; but tor the interval, the caſe is other- 
wilc, Tertulian athrms punir; et foverst animan 1terim in inferts 
fub expeftatione utriuſyue judicit, 11 quadam uſurpatione et candida 
ejus ; [11h, de attmas e. lib, ady, EMarcion, ] the touls are puniſhed 
or refreſhed in their regions expecting the day of their judge- 
ment and ſeveral ſentences : habitacula ills, arimarum promptuarts 
z0minavit ſcriptura ( lauh $, Ambroſe, | de toro mortts cap, 10, } 
The Scriprure calls theſe habitations, the promptuarics, or re- 
politories of ſouls, There is comtorr, but not the tull reward 
a certain expectation ſupported with excellent intervals of joy : 
Refrigerium, lo the Latins call it, a rctreſhment, Donec con 
ſummaio rerum reſurretitonem omutum plenttadine mercedis expungat 
tunc appart'ura calefit promrs/rone, ſaith Tertalian, until the 
conſummation of all things points out the refurreion, by the 
fulncls of reward and the appearing of the hcavenly promiſe, 
So the Author of the queſtions ad Orthodexos F queſt, 75. ] «Im- 
<« mcdiarcly after death, preſently there 15 a ſeparation of the 
<« juſt from che unjuſt ; tor chey are born by Angels ct; as; av- 
T@y Tims;intothe places they have deferved and they are in 
thole places van; mit ww; Th, haters TIG avacd ou; "I 2y- 
lamods owe; kept unto the day of refurreftion and retribution, 
Buc what do they 1n the mean time ? How is it with them > 
Oayuaciay tive nfovny Ita, x tyZAAETEL, (ayes Natzianzen,, 
{ orat, ſuncbr, Cefar, frairis, | They rejoyce and are delighted in 
a wondertul joy. They ſee Angels and Archangels, they converſe 
with them, and ſee our B.S aViour Jeſus in his glorified bumanity ; ſo Fur» 
ſtin Martyr, | ubt ſupra ] Bur in theſe great joys they look tor 
greater, They arenow 1s Paradrſo ;, but they long that the bo» 
dy and ſoul may be in heaven together; bur this is the glory of 
the day of judgement, the fruic of the reſurreRtion, And this 
whole affair is agreeable to reaſon, & the _—y of the, whole 
diſpcnſation as it 1s generally and particularly deſcribed in —_— 
ture Or 


ew» 
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For when the greateſt effeA of the Divine power, the mighti- 
eſt promiſe, the hardeſt thing to Chriſtan faith, that impoſlible 
thing to Gentile Philolophy, the expectation of the whole 
world, the New Creation, when that ſhall come to pals, viz. 
that the ſouls ſhall be reinveſted with their bodies, when the 
aſhes of diſſolved bones ſhall ſtand up a new and living frame, 
to (ſuppoſe that then there ſhall be nothing done in order to Eter- 
nity, but to publith the ſalvation of Saints of which they were 
poſſeſſed helnn isro make a great ſolemnity for nothing, to do 
great things for no great end, and therelore 1t 15 not reaſonable 
ro {uppole it, 

For it it were a good argument of the Apoſtle, that the Pa- 
triarks and Saints of the old Teſtament received not the promiles 
Ggnificd by Canaan and the land of promilc, becauſe God had 
provided ſome better thing for us, that without us they ſhould not le 
made perfett ; it muſt alſo conclude of all alike z that they who 
dicd fincc Chriſt muſt ſtay till ee laſt day, that they and we 
and all may be made pertect together. And thus very thing was 
told to the ſpirits of the Martyrs who under the Altar cried How 
long © Lord &c, | Rev. 6, 10.] that they ſhould reſt ye! for a little 
ſeaſon, untill rheir tellow ſer ants allo ſhall be fuihlled, 

Upon this account it is that the day of judgment is a day of re- 
compence : So aid our Bleflcd Lord himlclt | Thow ſhalt be 7 e- 
compenſed at the reſurretiion of the juſt (Luke 14. 14.) and this is the 
day in which all things ſhall be r. ſtored : for [the Heavens mult 
reccive |eſus till the time ot reſticution of all things] [ Ads 3. 7.) 
and till then the reward zs ſa: to be lard up. So $. Paul, Hence 
forth is latd up for me a crown of righteouſn ſs , which the righte- 
ous Judge )ball gruve me in that day: and that you may know he 
means the re{urre&ion and the day of judgment ; he addes | aud 
not to me only , but to all them that love his coming ; 2 Tim, 4, 8.] 
of whom ir is certain many ſhall be alive ar that day ; and there- 
fore cannot before that ; a» recciye the crown of righteouſneſs : 
and thenalſo, and not till then , ſhall be his appeartng ; bur till 
then it is a #epoſitum, The ſumme is this, In the world we 
walk and live by faith : In the ſtate of ſeparation we live by 


hope : 
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hope : and in thereſurreQion we ſhall live by an ctcrnal chari- 
ty, Here welce God as inaglals darkly : In the ſeparation we 
thall behold him ; bur ir is atar off : and after the refurreQion 
we ſhall ſce him face to face, in the everlaſting comprehen- 
ſions of an intuitive beatitude, In this life we are warriors :; 
In the ſeparation we are conquerors : but we ſhall not erwumph 
ull after the reſurreRion, 

And in proportion to this is allo the ſtate of Devils and dam- 
ned ſpirits. Art thou come to torment us befure the t1me;{aid the Devils 
to our B, Saviour ; there is for them allo an appointed time z 
and when that is, we lcarn from $. Jud. 6, They are reſerved 
in chains under darkneſs unto the judgment of the un day. 
Well therefore did $. James athrme, That the Devils telteve and 
tremble ; and io do the damned fouls, with an inlupportable a- 
mazement fcaring the revelation of that day, They know that 
day will come, and they know they ſhall finde an intolcrable 
ſentence on that day ; and they tear infinitely, and are in amazc- 
ment and contuſion, tecling the worme of conſcience, and are 
in the ſtate of Devils who tear God and hate him ; they tremble 
but they love him not and yetthey die becauſe they would not 
love him ; becauſe they would not with all their powers and 
ſtrengths keep his Commandments, 

This dodrine though of late it hath becn laid aſide upon the 
intcreſt of the Church of Rome and tor compliance with ſome 
other Schools, yet was it univerſally che doctrine of the Primi- 
tive Church ; as appears out of Juſl;nz Afartyy who in his dia- 
logues with 7ryphox reckons this amongſt the *eggF0Z/a crrorsof 
ſome men who ſay there ſhall be no refurreion of the dead ; 
but that as ſoon as good men are dead Ta; duxes ailay «va xap- 
Bzyevgai iig Toy Bexvor their fouls are taken up immediately 
into heaven ; and the writer of the queſtions a4 Ortho4oxos asks, 
[4%. 76,4, 60.4. 75.] whether before the reſurreion there ſhall 
be a reward of works ? becaule to the thick Paradiſe was promt- 
« {ed that day, He anſwers, it was fit the thick ſhould goe to 
« Paradilc and there perceive what things ſhould be gi ven to the 
« works of faith z but there he is kept #5 73; 1mters Th dra- 
«4 tus 
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& cd orw; %, 2v/amo3omus untill the day of reſurreion and re- 
ward. But in Paradile the foul hath an intelleual perception: 
both of her ſelt and of choſe things which were under her, 

Concerning which I ſhall not need to heap up teſtimonies ; 
this only : Ir 15 the doctrine of the Greek Church unto this day, 
and was the opinion of the greateſt part of the Anticnt Church 
both Latine and Greek; and by degrees was in the Weſt caten 
out by the doctrine of Purgatory and invocation of Saints ; and 
rejected a little above two hundred years agoe in the Councel of 
Florence; and f(ince that time it hath been more generally taught 
that the ſouls of g00d men enjoy rhe bearific viſion betore the 
rc{urre&ion z even preſently upon the diffolution, According 
to which new opinion it will be impoſſible to underſtand the 
meaning of my text, and of diverſe other places of Scripture 
which I have now alledged and explicated ; or at all to perceive 
the Occonomy and diſpenſation of the day of judgment ; or 
how it can be a day of diſcerning ; or how the reapers, the An- 
gels ſhall bind up the wicked in bundles and throw them into 
the unquenchable fire;or yet how it can be uſctul or neceſſary or 
prudent for Chriſt to give a ſolemn ſentence upon all the world ; 
or how it can be that that day ſhould be fo formidable and full 
of tcrrors, when nothing can affright thoſe that have long cnjoy- 
cd the beatific preſence of God; and no thunders or earthquakes 
can affright them who have upon them the biggeſt evil in the 
world, I mcan, the damned who according to this opinion have 
becn in hell tor many ages : and it can mean nothing bur tothem 
that arcalive; and then it 1s but a particular, not an univerſal 
judgment; and after all, it:can pretend to no piety, to no Scri- 
pture, tonoreaſon ; and only can ſerve the ends of the Church 
of Rome ; who can no way better be confured in their invocati- 
on of Saints then by this truth, that the Saints do not yet enjoy 
the beatific viſion ; and though they arc in a ſtate of caſc and 
comfort, yet arc hey not in a ſtate of power and glory, and king- 
dome till the day of judgment, 

This allo pcrtedly does overthrow the do@rine of Purgatory, 
For as the ſaints departed are not perte@, and therefore cer- 
tainly 
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tainly not to be invocated not to be made our Patrons and ad- 
vocates : ſo neither are they in ſuch a condition as to be in tor- 
ment; and it is impoſſible that any wiſe man ſhould believe, 
that the ſouls of good men after death ſhould endure the ſharp 
pains of hell, and yet at the ſame time believe thoſe words of 
Scripture, Bleſſed are the dead that dre in the Lord ;, from henceforth; 
yea ſaith the ſpirit that they may reſt from their labours, and their 
works doe follow them, ( Rev. 24. 13, ) It they can reſt jn beds of 
firc,and (ing hymns of glory in the rorments of the damned ; it 
their labours are done when their pains are almoſt infinite, then 
thele words of the ſpirit of God, and that dodtrine of Purgatory 
can be reconciled ; elſe, never to eternal ages. But it is certain, 
they are words that cannot decerve us, Nox target eos tormentum 
mortts : Torment in death ſhall never touch them, 


But having eſtabliſhed the propoſition and the intended ſenſe 
of the text, let us a while conſider, 


I. That God is our God when we die, if we be his ſervants 
while we live; and to b- owr God ſignifies very much good to us, 
He will reſcue us from the powers of hell ; the Devil ſhall have 
no part nor portion in us z we ſhall be kept in ſafe cuſtody, we 
ſhall be in the hands of Chriſt, out of which all the powers of 
hell ſhall never ſnatch us, and therefore we may dic with conti- 
dence, if wedie witfa good conſcience: we have no caule of 
fear, it we have juſt grounds to hope for pardon, The Turks 
have a ſaying, that the Chriſtians doe not believe themſelves 
when they cal ſuch glorious things of Heaven and the ſtate of 
ſeparation: for it they did, they would not be (o atraid rodie z 
but they do not ſo well conſider that Chriſtians believe all this 
well cnough, bur they believe better then they live ; and there- 
fore they believe and tremble, becauſe they do nor live atter the 
rate of going toheaven : they knew that tor good men glorious 
things are prepared ; but Tophet is prepared for evil Kings , and 
unjuſt Rulers ; for vitious men, and degenerate Chriitians : 
there is a hell for accurſed ſouls ; and men live without a 
D 2 O 
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of it ſo long, till their fear as ſoon as it begins, in an inſtant 
paſſes into deſpair and the feartul groans of the damned, Ir is 
no wonder to lee mcn ſo unwilling to dic ; to be impaticnt of 
the thought of death ; to be afraid to make their will, to con- 
verſe with the ſolemn ſcarcrow : Hethatis fit to die muſt have 
long dwelt with it, muſt handle it on all ſides, muſt feel whe. 
ther the ſting be taken out 3 he muſt examine whether he be 13 
Chriſt, that 1s, whether he le a new creature. And indeed I do 
not ſo much wonder that any man fears to die, as when I ſce a 
careleſs and a wicked perſon delcend to his grave with as much 
indifferency as he goes to fleep, that is, with no other trouble 
then that he leaves the world ; but he does not fear todic ; and 
yet upon the inſtant of his diflolution he goes into the common 
receptacle of ſouls where nothing can be addreſſed to him bur 
the conſequence of what he brings along with him, and he ſhall 
ekeacly hnow whether he ſhall be ſaved or damned, 

We have read of ſome men who by reading or hearing 
ſtrange opinions have entred into deſperate melancholy, and di- 
vers who have perte&ly deſpaired of the Divine mercy ; who 
feeling ſuch horrid convulſions in their fouls, ſuch fearful expe- 
ations of an Eternal curſe that not finding themſelves able to 
bear ſointolerable a tear have hang'd or drown'd themlelves ; 
and yer they only thought ſo or feared it ; and might have alte- 
rcd it if they would have _— and prayed : but then let it be 
conſidered 3 when the ſoul is ſiripp'd of the cloud her body, 
when ſhe is centred into ſtrange regions and converſes only with 
ſpirits, and (ces plainly all that is within her, when all her ſins 
appeare in their own natural ugline(s and ſer out -4 their aggra- 
vating circumſtances ; then ſhe remembers her filthy pleaſures 
and hates them infinitely as being fuch things to which ſhe then 
can have no appetite : when ſhe perceives ſhe ſhall periſh for 
that which is not, for that whoſe remembrance is intolerable ; 
when ſhe ſees many new ſecrets which the underſtood nor be- 
forc, and hath ſtranger apprehenſrons of the wrath of God then 
ever could be repreſented in this life z when ſhe hath the noti- 
cs of a ſpirit, and an underſtanding purc enovgh to ſee eſſences 
and, 
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and rightly to weigh all the degrees of things ; when ( poſlibl 
ſhe DG affrighted with the -—__ ar on of 5 
- of judgement z or it ſhe be not, yet certainly knows, nor 
only by faithand fear, but by a clear light and proper know- 
ledge, thar it ſhall certainly come, and its cffe&s ſhall remain 
for ever, then ſhe hath time enough to bewail her own folly 
and remedilels infelicity z if we could now think ſeriouſly that 
things muſt come to that pals, and place our (elves by holy me- 
ditation in the circumſtanccs of that condition, and conſider 
what we ſhould then think, how miſerably deplore our folly, 
how comfortleſs remember our ill gotten wealth z with how 
much aſperity and deep fighing we ſhould call ro mind our 
fooliſh pride, our tritling ſwearing, our beaſtly drinkings, our 
unreaſonable and brutiſh luſts, ir could not be but we muſt 
grow wilcr on a ſudden, deſpiſe the world, betake our ſelves 
tw a ſtrict religion, rejectall vanity of ſpirit, and be ſober aud 
watch unto prayer, *1t any of us had but a ſtrange dream, and 
ſhould in the fears of the night but ſuppole our ſclves in Hell, 
and be affrighted with thoſe circumſtances of damnation which 
we can tell of, and uſe in our impertect notices of things, it 
would effec {trahge changes upon a duCtile and malleable ſpi- 
rit, A frequent, {everc meditation can do more thena ſcldome 
and a phantaſtic dream z but an active faith can do more then 
all the arts and contingencies of fancy or diſcourſe, 

Now it is well with us, and we may yet ſecure ir ſhall be 
well with us for eyer : but within an hour it may be other- 
wile with any of us all, who do not inſtantly take courſes of ſe- 
curity, But he that does not, would in ſuch a change ſoon 
come to wiſh that he might exc e iis ſtate with the meaneſ}, 
with the miſcrableſt of all mankind ; with galliflaves and mi- 
ners,, with mcn condemned to tortures for a good conſcience, 


Sed cum pulchra minax ſuccidet membra ſecurts, 
Quam velles ſpenas twne babuiſſe meas, Avians, 


Iithe day of tclling timber the ſhrub and the bramble are bags 
chen 


(28) 

then the talleſt firre or the goodlieſt Cedar : and a poor Saint 
whole ſoul is in the hand of Jeſus, plac'd under the altar, over 
which our high Prieſt like the Cherub:m over the propitiatory in- 
rercedes perpetually for the haſtening ofhis glory, is better then 
thegreateſt Tyrant, who it he dies, is undone for ever, For in 
the interval there ſhall be reſt and comfort to the one, and tor- 
ment and amazement and hclliſh confuſion to the other : and 
the day of judgement will come, and it ſhall appear to all the 
world, that they whole joys were not in this world, were not of 
all men moſt miſerable, becauſe their joys and their life were 
hid with Chriſt in God, and at the re{urre&ion of the juſt ſhall 
be brought forth and be illuſtrious beyond all the beauties of the 
world. 

I have now done with my text, and been the expounder of 
this part of the Divine oracle:bur here is another text and another 
Sermonyer, Ye have hcard Moſes and the Prophets ; now har 
one from the dead ; whole life and death would cach of them 
make an excellent Sermon, it this dead mian had a good inter- 

reter : for he being dead yerſpeaketh, and calleth upon us to 
live well, and to live quickly, to watch perpetually, and to 
work aſſiduouſly ; for we ſhall deſcend into the ſame ſhadows 
of death 


Linquenda tellus, et domus, et placens Uxor atque harum quas 
colts arborum 


Tepreter ta Viſas Cupreſſos Nulla brevem Dominum ſequetur, 


Thou muſt leave thy rich land, and thy well built houſc, and 
thy pleaſing wifc, and of all the trees of thy Orchard or thy 
wood, nothing ſhall attend thee to thy grave, but oak for thy 
Cofhn, and Cyprels for thy funcral : It ſhall not then be inqui- 
red how long thou haſt livd but how well ! None below will 
be concerned whither thou wert rich or poor z but all the ſpi- 
rits of light and darkneſs ſhall be buſic in the ſcrutiny of thy life ; 
for the good Angels would fain carry thy ſoul to Chriſt, and.if 
they do the Devils will follow and accuſc theethere ; and when 
thou appeareſt beforg the righteous judge, what will become 


of 
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of thee unleſs Chriſt be thy advocate and God be merciful and 
a ppcaſed, and the Angels be thy guards and a holy conſcience 
be thy comfort, There will to every one of us come a time 
when we ſhall with great paſſion and great intereſt inquire, 
how have I ſpent my days, how have 1 laid our my money, 
how have I imployed my time, how have I ſerved God, and 
how repented me of my fins: and upon our anſwers ro theſe 

ueſtions depends a happy or an unhappy Ercrnitic : and bleſ- 

d is he who concerning theſe things takes care in time z and of 
this care I may with much confidence and comfort propound 
to you the example of this good man whoſe reliques lic before 
you : Sir George Dalſton, ot Dalſton in Cumberland ; a worthy 
man, belov'd of his Country, uleful to his friends, friendly to 
all men, careful of his religion, and a true ſervant of God. 

He was deſcended of an | orb and a wofthy houſe in Cum- 
terland ;, andhe adorned his family and extraction with a more 
worthy comportment ; for to be of a worthy family and to 
bring to it no ſtock of our proper vertue is to be upbraided by 
our tamily ; and a worthy Father can be no honour to his Son, 
when it ſhall be ſaid ; behold the difference ; this crab deſcen- 
ded trom a goodly apple-tree ; but he who beautities the eſchur- 
cheon of his Anceltors by worthy atchievements,by lcarning or by 
wildome, by valour and by great imployments, by a holy lite 
and an ulefu] converlation; that man is the parent of his own 
fame, and a new beginner of an Antient family : for as con- 
verlation is a perpetual creation ; {ſo is the progreſſion of a fa+ 
mily in a line of worthy delcendants, a dayly beginning of ity 
honour and a new ſtabiliment, 

He was bred in learning 3 in which Cambridge was his tiring 
room, and the Court of Queen Elizabeth was his ſtage in 
which he firſt repreſented the part of a hopetul young man : bur 
there he ſtayed not z his friends not being defirous thatthe levi- 
ties of youth ſhould be fermented by the ſiberties of a rich and 
ſplendid Court, cauſed him to lic in the reſtraints and to grow 
ripe in the ſobricties of a Country life and a marricd ſtate : In 


which as I am informed he behaved himlſelt with lo great mm 
thincls,. 
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thineſs, and gave ſuch probation of his love of juſtice, popular 
regards of his Countries good, and abilities to ſerve them ; that 
for almolt 40. years together his Country choſe him tor their. 
Knight to ſerve 1n all the intervening parliaments : Magiſtratus 
zndicatorium; imployment ſhews the man ; he was a leadin 
man in Parliaments ; prevailing there by the great _— 0 
his juſtice and integrity z and yet he was not unpleaſant and ha- 
ted at Courrt : 4 had well underſtood that the true intercit 
of Courts and Parliaments were one; and that they are like the 
humours of the body, it you increaſe one beyond irs limit, that 
deſtroys all the reſt and it ſclt at laſt ; and when thcy look upon 
themſclves as enemics and that hot and cold muſt fight; the 
prevailing part is abated in the conflict, and the vanquith'd part 
15 deſtroyed : but when they look upon themſelves as varictics 
ſerving the differing aſpe&s and neceſſitics of the ſame body, 
they are for the allay of each others exorbirances and exceſſes, 
and by kceping their own meaſures they preſerve the man : this 
the good man well underſtood ; for ſo he comported himſelt 
that he was loud in Parliaments and valucd at Court: he was 
reſpe&ed in very many Parliaments z and was worthily regard- 
cd by the worthy Kings: which without an Orator commends a 
man : Gravisſime privcipts judictum in nineribus etiam relus conſe- 
qut pulchrum eſt ;, laid Pliry, Tobe approved though bur in lel- 
ter mattcrs by the judgement of a wilc Prince is a great orna- 
ment to the man. For as King Theodoric in (asſiodore laid, Ne- 
que 1, dignus eſt 4 quoptam redargui, qui noſtro judicio meretur = 
Vi; No man ought to reprove him whom the King commends, 

But I nced no artifices to repreſent him worthy ; his argu- 
ments of probation were within in the magazines of a good 
heart and repreſented themſelves by worthy a@ions, For, 
God was plcafcd to inveſt him with a marvailous ſweet Nature ; 
which is certainly to be reckoned as one half of the grace of 
God : becauſe a good nature being the reliques and remains of 
that ſhipwrack which Adam made, is the proper and immedi- 
arc dilpoſition to holineſs, as the corruption of Adam was to dil 


o2cdicnce and peeviſh Councels, A good nature will _ up- 
raid 
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braid the more imperfe& perſons, will not deride the ignorant, 
will not reproach the crring man : will not {mite finncrs on the 
face, will not deſpile the penitenr, A good Nature is apt to 
forgive injurics, to pitty the miſcrable, to reſcue the opprefled, 
to make cvery ones condition as to!lcrable as he can : and fo 
would he, For as when good Nature is heightr.ed by the grace 
of God, that which was natural becomes now {| iticual 3 fo 
theſe actions which proceeded from an cxcellent nature and 
were pleaſing and uſeful ro men, when they derive from a new 
principle of grace they become pleafant in the cycs of God : then 
obcdience to laws is duty to God ; jultice is rightcoulnets, boun- 
ty becomes graciouſnel(s, and alms is charity, 

And indeed this is a grace in which this good man was vcry 
remarkable, being very frequent and much in alms; render 
hcarted tothe poor 3 open tianded to relieve their needs ; the 
bellies of the poor did blets him, he filled them with tood and 
gladnels; and I havchcard that he was fo regular, fo con(tant, 
{o ircc in this duty,that in tncle late unhappy wars being in a gari- 
ſon and ncer the (uffering ſome rude accidents, the beggars made 
chemlclves his guard and reſcued him from that trouble, who 
had ſo often rc{cued them trom hunger, 

He was ofa meck and gentle ſpirit; but not roo ſoft ; he 
knew how to do good, and how to pur by an injury ; but I have 
heard it told by them that knew his lite, that being by the una- 
voidable trouble of a great eſtate ingag'd in great ſuits at law, 
he was never Plaintiffe, but always upon the defcn{ive part ; 
and that he had rcaſfon on his {ide and juſtice for him, I need al- 
ledge no other teſtimony, bur that the ſentence ot his Judges {0 
ike it, 

Bur that in which I propound this good man moſt imirable 
was in his religion, for he was a great lover of the Church, a 
conſtant attendcr to the Sermons of the Church ; a diligent 
hearer of the prayers ofthe Church, and and an obedient (on to 
perform the commands of the Church, He was diligent in his 
rimes and circumſtances of devotion ; he would often be at 


Church ſo carly tbat he was ſeen to walk long in the Churt- 
E yard 
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yard before praycrs ; being as ready to confeſs his ſins at the be- 
ginning, as tO receive the blesfing at the end of prayers, In- 
decd he was ſo greata lover of Sermons, that though he knew 
how to value that which was the beſt, yer he was patient of 
that which was not ſo; andif he could not learn any thing to 
improve his faith, yer he would finde ſomething to exerciſe his 
patience; and ſomething for charity ; yet this hus great love of 
Sermons could not tempt him to a willingneſs of neglefting the 
prayers of the Church z of which be was a great lover to his dy- 
ing day. Oves mee exaudiunt Vocem meam” ( ſays Chriſt) my 
ſheep hear my voice; and ſo the Churchſays : my ſheep hear 
my voice, on love my words, they pray in my forms, they 
obſerve my orders, they delight in my offices, they revere my 
Miniſters, and obey my conſtitutions: and ſo did he; loving to 
have his ſoul recommended to God, and his needs ho ns 
and his ſins confeſſed, and his pardon implorcd in the words 
of his Mother inthe voice and accent of her that nurſ'd him up 
coa ſpiritual life, to be a man in Chriſt Jeſus, 

He was indeed a great lover and had a great regard for Gods 
Miniſters, ever remembring the words of God, keep my reſt, 
and reverence my Prieſts, he honoured the calling in all ; bur 
he loved and revered the perſons of ſuch who were conſcienti- 
ous keepers of their depoſitum, that truſt which was committed 
torhem ; ſuch which did not for intercſt quit their conſcience,: 
and did notto preſerve ſome parts of their revenue, quit ſome 
portions of their religion, He knew that what was true in. 
1639, was allo truc in 1644. andſo to 57. and ſhall continue 
*truc to eternal ages : and they that change their pcrſwaſions by 
force or intcreſt did neither believe well nor ill upon competent 
and juſt grounds ;. they are not juſt, though they happen on the 
right ſide, Hope of gain did by chance teach them well ; and 
fear of loſs abuſes them direftly, He piricd the perſecuted, 
and never would take part with perſecutors, he prayed for his 
Prince and ſerv'd him in what he could ; he loved God, and 
lov'd the Church ; he was a lover of his Countrics liberties, and 
yct.an oblcrvcr. of the laws of his King, 

| Thus 
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Thus he behaved himſelf to all his ſuperior relatives ; to his 
equals and deſcendants he was allo juſt, and kinde and loving. 
He was an exccllent friend, laying out his own intereſt to {crve 
theirs ; ſparing not himlelt that he might ſerve them ; as know- 


| | O a . 
ing {ociety to be the advantage ot mans nature; and friendſhip 


the ornament of ſocicty, and uſcfulne(s the ornament of friend- 
ſhip : and in this he was known to be very worthy, He was 
tendcr and caretull of his children, and fo provident and wilc, 
ſo loving and obliging to his whole tamily, that he juſtly had 
that love and regard, that duty and oblervance from them, 
which his kindneſs and his care had mericed, He was a provi. 
dent and carctull conductor of his cſtate z but farre trom cove- 
touineſs; as appeared toward the evening of his lite 5 in which 
that vice does uſually prevail amongſt old men, who are more 
greedy when they have leaſt need and, and load their ſumprers 
to much the more, by how much ncerer they are to their jour- 
neys end : but he made a demonſtration of the contrary; tor 
he waſhed his hands and heart of the world, gave up his eſtate 
long before his death or ficknels ro be managed by his only fon 
whom he left ſince, but then firſt made and ſaw him his heir g 
he empricd his hands of ſccular imployment z medled not with 
money bur for the uſcs of the poor, tor picty, for juſtice and 
religion, 

And now having deveſtcd himſelf of all objeQtions and in his 
converſation with the world, quitting his afteE&ions to it, he 
wholly gave himſelf to religion and devotion : He waken'd carly 
and would preſently be entertained with reading 3 when he role, 
{till he would be rcad to and hear ſome of the Plalms of Dawd : 
and excepting only what time he took for the neceſſities of his 
life and bealeh, all the reſt he gave to prayer, reading, and medt- 
ration , ſave only that he did not negle&t, or rudely entertain the 
viſits and kinde offices of his neighbours, 

But in this great vacation from the world z he eſpicd his ad- 
vantages ; he knew well according to that ſaying of the Emperor 
Charles 5 oportet inter vite negotia & diem mortus ſpatrum al;quod 


#n:ercedere z there ought to be a Valley between two ſuch mountains, the 
E 2 buſineſlcs 
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buſineſſes of our life and the troubles of our dcath ; and he 


ſtayed not till the noiſe of the bridegrooms coming did awaken 
and affright him ; bur by daily praycrs twice a day conſtantly 
with his tanuly, bcfides the piety and devotion of his own rc- 
tirements, by a monethly communion, by weckly Sermons and 
by the religion of every day he ſtood in precincts, ready with 
oyle in his lamp watching till his Lord ſhould call. 

And indced when hc was hearing what God did ſpeak to him 
of duty, he alſo received his ſummons to give his account, For 
he was to pertinactous an attendant to Gods holy word and the 
ſervices of the Church, that though he found himleltf ſick, he 
would not off, bur ſtay till the ſolemnity was done ; bur it plca- 
fed God ar Church to give him his firſt arrcſt, and fince that 
time I have often viſited him 3 and found him alwayes doing his 
work with the greateſt cvennes and indiffcrency of ſpirit as to the 
event of lifc and dcath that I have obſcrved in any. He was not 
unwilling to livez but it he ſhould, he reſolved. to ſpend his 
life wholly in the ſervice of God ; bur yct neither was he un- 
willingto die; becauſe he then knew he ſhould weep no more, 
and hc ſhould fin no more, He was very confident, but yer 
with great humility and great modcſty, of the pardon of his 
ſins; he had indeed lived without ſcandal, but hc knew he had 
not lived without crror; but as God had aſſiſted him to avoid 
thc reproach of great crimes, ſo he doubted not but he ſhould 
finde pardon for the leſs: and indeed I could not bur obſcrve 
that hc had inall- the time of his ſicknels a \cry quiet conſcience, 
which 15:0 me an cxcellent demonſtration of the ſtate of his lite, 
and of his ſtate of grace and pardon, For though he ſeemed to 
have a conſcience rendey and nice it any evil thing had touched 
ir, yet I could not but apprehend that his peace was a juſt peace, 
the mercy of God, and: the price and effec of the bloud of 

clus, 
He was ſo joyfull, ſo thankfull, ſo pleaſed in the Miniſtcrics 
ofthe Church, that it gave in evidence where his ſoul was moſk 
delighred, what it did apprehend the quickeſt, where it did ulc 
to-dwell, and what it did moſt paſſionately love,, He diſcour. 
icd 
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fed much of the mercics of God to him, repeated the bleſſings 
of his lite, the accidents and inſtruments of his trouble, he loved 
the cauſe of his trouble and pardoned them thar neithcr loved it 
nor him, 

When he had ſpent great portions of his time of ſickneſs in 
the ſervice of God and 1n expeRation of the ſentence of his lite 
or death, at laſt he underſtood the {till voice of God, and that 
he was to goe where his ſoul loved to be ; he ſtill increaſed his 
devotion ; and being admoniſhed as his itrength failed him, to 
ſupply his uſual forms, and his want of ſtrength and words, by 
ſhort exerciſe of vertues, of faith and paticnce and the love of 
God ; he did it ſo willingly, ſo well, ſo readily, making his 
cyecs, his hands, and his tongue as long as he could the interpre- 
ecrs of his minde, that as long as he was alive we would fee what 
his ſoul was doing. He doubted nor ot the truth of the promi- 
ſez, nor of the goodneſs of God, nor the ſatisfaction of Chriſt, 
and the merits of his death, nor the fruit of his reſurre&ion, nor 
the prevalency of his interceſhon, nor yer doubred of his own 
part in them, bur expected his portion in the regions of blefſed- 
neſs with thoſe who loved God and icrved hum heartily and 
faithfully in their generations, x 

He had fo great a patience in his ſickneſs and was fo afraid leſt 
he ſhould fin at aft; that his picty our-did his nature, and 
though the body cannot feel but by the foul, yer his foul ſeemed 
ſolittle concerned inthe paſſions ot the body, that I neither ob- 
{crved, nor heard of him that he in all his {ickncfs fo much as 
complained with any ſemblance of impatience, 

He fo continued to pray, ſo delighted in hearing Pfalms: 
ſung, which I wiſh were male as fir to ing by their 
numbers, as they are by their weight, that ſo very 
much of his time was ſpent in them, that it was very likely 
when his Lord came, he would finde him fo doing, and he did: 


fo; for in the midſt of prayers he went away, and got to Hcea- 


ven as ſoon as they ; and ſaw them (as we hope) preſented ro 
the throne of grace ;z he went along with them himſelf, and 


was his own meſſenger to heaven; where although he poſſibly 
might. 
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might prevent his laſt prayers, yet he would not prevent Gods 
early mercy ;z which as we humbly hope, gave him pardon tor 
his ns, calc of his pain, joy after his ſorrow, certainty for his 
fcars, heaven for carth, innocence and impeccability inſtead of 
his infirmity, 

Ergo Quintilium perpetuus ſopor Krget cut putor & juſittie ſoror, 

Incorrupta fides, Nudaque veritas, Quando ullum wruegiet parem 2 
Faich and juſtice, modeſty and pure righteouſneſs, made him 
cqual to the worthieſt examples he was p15 & evig, a good 
man, loving and humble, meck and paticnt, he would be ſure 
to be the laſt in contention, and the firſt at a peace ; he would 
injure no man, but yet if any man was diſplealed with him, he 
would ſpeak firſt and offer words of kindneſs ; It any did dilputc 
concerning priority, he knew how to gct it even by yeelding and 
compliance z. walking profitably with his neighbours and 
humbly with his God, and having lived a life of piety, hc 
dicd in a full age, an honourable old age, inthe midi(t of his 
friends, and in the midſt of prayer. And although the 
events of the other world arc hidden to us below that we might 
live in faith, and walke in hope and dic in charity, yet we have 
great reaſon to bleſs God for his mcrcics to this our Brother, and 
endeavour to comport our {elves with a ſtrict religion, and a ſe- 
vere repentance,with an exemplar patience & an exemplar picty, 
with the ſtrufures of a holy lite, and the ſolemnities of a religi- 
ous death, that we alſo may, as our confident and humble hope 
is this our Brother doth by the conduct of Angels paſs into the 
hands and bolome of Jeſus, there to expc& the moſt mercitull 
ſentence of the right hand, Come ye bleſſed Children of my Father, re- 
cerve the Kingdome prepared for you from the beatnnins of the world, 
Amen Lord Jclus, Amen, 


Grant this Eternal Gol for Jeſus Chriſt his ſale ; to whom with thee O 
Father, and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honour, ſervice and do- 
minton, loue and obedience, he confeſſed due, and ever paid by all 
Angels, a14 all m4, a1l all the creatures this day, henceforth and for 
evermore, Amen, 
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